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k FOREWORD 

. > 9 ift days after hit arrival back 

*# |w United State* from a fourtnontb concert and ipcak* 
mf (Mr which look, him to eight countries of western and east 
Bttfope, Paul R o beson delivered a major address to a cheer- 
tot audience of 5,000 people at a Welcome Home Rally held 
m ms mmor at Rockland Palace in Harlem, New York, under 
Ihe $mpUx* of the Council on African Affairs. 

ilLlmllL ** ^ reajf ^ audiences in the countries he 


' . * , -— — •—-y . -’ J jr wuuuvunnaiiJiK uic 

t5mh anniversary of the birth of the great Russian poet, Alcx- 
aM» Pushkin: 

addition to hl» concerts, Robeson addressed scores of 
P 0 "*™ throughout England, speaking of himself as a 

lifj mi Ptstn t w 1 the other side of America,” To hii audiences 
t«d to progressive European newspapers he gave the facts con- 
^•tiifng the fight of Nemo Americans to achieve their rights as 
CjtJKn. m lymboliwt by dK ompii™ to free Mn. W«a 
™ ire*ton Sul" And bis tutting words also stung his 
Ig y 16 ■«*“*** into • new awareness of the •migglesof the 
AMcan and Caribbean peoples to throw off she yoke of colonial 


^TJns Paul Robeson followed in the footsteps of Frederick 
DtmgMB in arrosmg world aipport for the Negro's present-day 
- for twdflts. 

,_* at in America the forces of reaction, joined by mis- 
yy * among the Negro people, launched a campaign of vitup- 
gainst Robeson, using as their excuse his statement at 
Faria Peace Conference expressing the Negro people's re- 
iMhl to join in a war on behalf of the opprewors of colonial and 
Md^act peoples and against the friends and allies of the Negro 


I* Us aMn* 00 Tunc 19, here reproduced in response to 
tridcapsead dem a nd . Robeson explained fully what be meant 
aaomja by that s t a tem en t amt why be stands firmly by it 
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COUNCIL ON AFRICAN AFFAIRS 
•J West «6th Street, Nor York it* New York 


For FREEDOM and PEACE 


AddrwM by PAUL ROBESON 
»t WELCOME HOME RALLY 
NEW YORK. JUNE 19, 1949 


T HANKS for the welcome home. 

I have traveled many lands and 
I have sung and talked to many 
people*. Wherever I appeared, 
whether in professional concert, at 
peace meetings, in the factories, at 
trade union gatherings, at the min¬ 
ing pits, at assemblies of represen¬ 
tative colonial students from all 
over the world, always the greeting 
came; 'Take back our affection, 
our love, our strength to the Nc- 

S o people and to die member* of 
e progressive movement of Ame¬ 
rica/* 


1 was then, through my athletics 
and my university record, trying to 
hold up the prestige of my people; 
trying in the only way 1 knew to 
ease uie path for future Negro boys 
and girt*. And I am still m there 
slugging, yes, at another level, and 
you can bet your life that I shall 
battle every step of the way until 
conditions around these comers 
change and conditions change for 
the Negro people all up and down 
this land. 

Long, Hard Road 


It is especially moving to be here 
in this particular auditorium jo 
Harlem. Way back in 191S, I came 
here to this very hall from a foot¬ 
ball game at the Polo Grounds be¬ 
tween Rutgers and Syracuse. There 
was a basketball game between St- 
ChriMOpher and Alpha. Later I 
played here for St Christopher 
against the Alphas, against the 
Spartans, and the Brooklyn YMCA. 
tune and rime again, This was a 
home of mine. It is still my hon e . 


The road has been long. The 
road has been hard. It began about 
as tough as I ever had it—in Prince* 
ton. New Jersey, a college town of 
Southern aristocrats, who horn Re* 
volutionary rime transferred Geor¬ 
gia to New Jersey. My brotbm 
couldn't go to nigh school in 
Princeton. They had to go to Tren¬ 
ton, ten miles away. That's right— 
Trenton, of the ‘TrentonSix. My 
brother or 1 could have been one 
of the 'Trenton Six. 1 * 
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Almost «try Negro in Princeton 
itad off the college ant accepted 
the social statu* that went with it. 
We lived for all intent* and put- 
oc a Southern plantation 
with no more dignity than 
that suggests-all the bowing and 
■craping to the drunken rich, all 
the rile names, all the Untie Tom- 
ming to earn enough to lead tuber 
afete lives- 

Childhood of Poverty 

Mybther was of slave origin. He 
reached as honorable a posi t ion as 
a Negro could under these dr cum- 
but soon alter I was boro 
he lost hi* church and poverty was 
my beginning. Relatives from my 
father's North Carolina family took 
me in, a raotberksa orphan, whik 
my hither went to new fields to 
begin again in a corner grocery 
score. I dept four in a bed, ate the 
nourishing green* and oom bread, 
t was and am forever thankful to 
my h ott est, intelligent, courageous, 
gcattnu aunts, tracks and cousins, 
wot long divorced from the cottoo 
■ad tttacco fields of eastern North 
CmttM- 


any errand boys. Unde Toms of 
the Negro people, to challenge my 
Americanism, because by word and 
deed i chalknge this vicious system 
to the death; because 1 refuse to 
Jet ray personal success, as pan of 
a fraction of one per cent of the 
Negro people, to explain away the 
injustices to fourteen million of 
my peopk; because with all the 
energy at ray command, I fight for 
the right of the Negro people and 
other oppressed labor-dri veil Amer¬ 
icans to have decent homes, decent 
jobs, and the dignity that belong* 
to every human being! 

Somewhere in my childhood these 
feeling! were planted. Perhaps 
when I resented being pushed off 
the sidewalk, when 1 saw my wo¬ 
men being insulted, and especially 
when I taw nay elder brother an¬ 
swer each insult with blows that 
sent would-be slave masters crash¬ 
ing to the stone sidewalks, even 
though jail was his constant re 
ward. He never said it, but be toJd 
me day after day: ‘Listen to me. 
kid.*' {He loved me very dearly.) 
"Don't you ever take it. a* long 
as you live.” 


During the Wallace campaign, 1 
stood on the very sod on which my 
father was a ilm, where some of 
ay nr*r*"t are sharecroppers and 
fefeiimiiln|>i1 tobacco wottcr*. I re- 
ItxM apoh foe wealth bled from 
ay near relatives alone, and of the 
very bask wealth of all this Amer¬ 
ica beaten out of milikms of foe 
Nqpo people, enslaved, heed, new¬ 
ly eMUNd until this voy day- 

Mo Jm Crow Americanism 
And I jhrfced-and today I defy— 
my part of an insolent, do min a tin g 
America, however powerful; I defy 


I'm Looking for F f dom 

I resided years after how grate 
ful I wa* for that example. I've 
never accepted any inferior role 
because of my race Or color. And, 
by God, I never wifi! 

That explains my life. I’m look¬ 
ing for freedom, fvll freedom, not 
an inferior brand. That explains 
my attitude to different people, to 
Africa, the continent from which 
we came. I know much about Afri¬ 
ca, and I’m not ashamed of my 
African origin. I'm prxmd of II 
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The rich culm re nf thal continent, 
its magnificent potential, gives mr 
plenty of cause lor pride. This was 
true of the deep Stirring that took 
place within me when 1 visited the 
West Indies in January. This ex¬ 
plains my feeling toward the Soviet 
Union, where in 1 lor the first 
time walked ihis earth in complete 
human dignilv. a dignity denied 
m at the Columbia University of 
Medina, denied me everywhere 
in my native land, despite all the 
>rOlc*iations about freedom, equa- 
ily, constitutional rights, and the 
sanctity of the individual 


Individual Fame No Answer 

And I say to the New York 
Time* that personal surcesi can be 
no answer. It can no longer be a 
question of an Anderson, a Carver, 
a Robinson, a Jackson, or a Robe 
son. It must be a question of the 
well being and opportunities not 
of a few but for all of this great 
Negro people of which 1 am a part. 

There, in my childhood. I saw 
my father choose allies. To him, 
it was the Taylor Pines* of the 
Wall Street millionaires. They 
helped the church. They spread 
around a little manna now and 
then—that was an age of philan 
thropy. But I recall that my father 
could never think of attacking 
these men for the conditions of 
those times. Always one had to 
bend and bow. 


Sasic Chang* Datnanded 

That was forty yean **o. The*: 
present day sycophants of big bu* 
i ness, these supposed champions of 


Negro right*, can’t grow' up to the 
knowledge that the world has gone 
forward. Millions and million* ol 
K-ople have wrung their freedom 
rum iJwve same Taylor Ptne»\ 
i hi sc Mine Wall Street operators, 
these traders in the lives of mil- 
hum for their greedy profits. There 
is no more Eastern Europe lo 
Meed: no more Russia, one-sixth 
of iho earth's surface, to enslave: 
nn more China at their disposal. 

They can’t imagine that our 
people' the Negro people, — forty 
millions in the Caribbean and 
l-atin America, one hundred and 
fifty millions in Africa, and four- 
iccn million here, today, up and 
down ihis America of ours. — are 
also determined to stop being in¬ 
dustrial and agricultural serfs. 
They do not understand that a new 
reconstruction is here, and that 
this time we will not be betrayed 
1 >v any coalition of Northern big 
finance barons and Southern bour¬ 
bon plantation owners. They do 
not realize that the Negro people, 
with tbeir allies. otheT oppressed 
group*, the progressive sections of 
labor, millions of the Jewish and 
foreign born of former white in¬ 
dentured labor, north. KJUih, east 
and west, in this day and time of 
ours are determined to see some 
basic change. 

Roosevelt foreshadowed is. We 
are going to realize ill We were 
fooled in 1048. We aren't going to 
be fooled in 1949, 1950, and \i 
and \*fe. We are going to fight 
for jobs and security at home, and 
we are going to join the force* of 
friendship and cooperation with 
advanced, peoples and move on to 
build a decent world. 


wwflw roc Tfnrm fnosran 

And you stooges try ro do tie 
work of your white bourbon ' 
mum, work they haw dm the 
amnae to do. You try to play the 
ralt of cow ar dly labor leaden who 
am to do the nne job 

!■ th( raeki of Labor. Try it, W 
the Ntwo pwople wiU p»c yw 
w answer! They'D dmt yen 
taapnhik life! TbeNe^ro people 
kn ow when they’it being told 
dam the river. They've been 
worthing i long, long doe, Irt 
gpod the challenge hat come. K«p 
m, and you'll lave no migirifs 
sb which to publish your video* 
atm- You’ll not have many wait 
mnuaitio to eel! into a new 
4»1 our conaana in Liberia, <mt 
nhdwa to South Africa, oar 
btfothen in the Weal Indira, You'D 
cl your answer — and aoont The 
Negro people are smolderiag- 
Thry're not afraid of (bo radkah 


who point out the awful, indefen¬ 
sible truth of our degradation and 
exploitation. 

What a travesty is ibis supposed 
leadership of a great people! And 
in this historic time, when their 
people need them most. How So¬ 
journer Truth, Harriet Tubman, 
Fred Douglass must be turning in 
their graves at this spectacle of a 
craven, fawning, despicable leader¬ 
ship, able to be naught but errand 
boys, and — at the lowest level - 
stooges and cowardly renegades, a 
disgrace to the Negro people and 
to the real and true America of 
which they so glibly tilL Let them 
get their crumbs from their Wall 
5ueet masters. Let them snatch 
their bit of cheese and go scamper¬ 
ing rat-like into their holes, where, 
by heaven, the Negro people will 
keep them, left to their dirty ©tm- 
srience* if any they Lave. 
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Take a Look at the Record 


Now, let's get out the record. In 
1046 ,1 declared in St. Louis on the 
picket line against segregation of 
Negro people that 1 would give up 
my professional caretr, then at iu 
height, to devote mv time and 
energy to the struggle for the lib¬ 
eration 0/ the Negro people. 1 ap^ 
pcared everywhere, north, south, 
east, and west, for Negro colleges, 
churches, organization*. 

I led an anti-lynch crusade to 
Washington. There I heard our 
President declare that it was not 
politically expedient to take any 
federal action against lynching. 
You may remember that I said that 
perhaps the Negro people would 
nave to do something about it 
themselves. But a committee step¬ 
ped in - one of those committees 
to stop the militant Negro itrugglc. 
And Ivnch law is still in commit¬ 
tee. while Negroes continue being 
lynched. 

] entered the struggle for peace 
and freedom with Wallace in i<H®. 
talking at street comer meetings 
four and five times a day. Without 
that struggle of the Progressive 
Party the issues before the people 
would not have been clarified, and 
we might now be at war. Wallace 
made a t r eme nd ous contribution 
time and again to the cause of 
peace, to Negro freedom, and to 
American freedom. He said peace 
was the issue. Peace was, end it, 
the time. He said a war economy 
was an economy of scarcity and up. 
employment. That it was, and is. 
He said it meant the loss of dvil 
liberties, the teas of the freedom of 


European countries. Jt has meant 
just that He said it meant slavery 
lor colonial people. That it is fast 
becoming. He said it meant do 
mcsiic fascism. Thai is just around 
the corner. 

Negroes rallied to Wallace’s ban¬ 
ner, lhe banner of their freedom. 
Then their trusted leader* stepped 
in to confuse and to frighten them. 
They sold them a hollow bill of 
goods in the Democratic Party, and 
a nominee that even these leaders 
did not trust. Remember, they 
wanted Eisenhower. But they were 
afraid of any militant struggle for 
our people. Where is the civil 
rights program? Are we still subject 
to terror? Ask Mra Mallard, ask 
the hov* in Virginia, ask the Tren¬ 
ton Six: “Where are our liberties?" 

On iha Side of Labor 

As * consequence of my activities 
for Negro freedom, I had 86 con¬ 
certs cancelled out of 86. Of course, 
these were very special concerts. I 
don’t blame auto oarons in Detroit 
for not wanting to pay to bear me 
when 1 was tn Cadillac Square 
fighting for the auto workers. 1 
don't blame the iron-ore owner* of 
the Michigan and Minnesota iroft- 
orc range* for not wanting to hear 
me when I was on picket lines for 
the ftcel worker* in these region*. 
And so with the packinghouse 
owner* of Chicago, or the ship¬ 
owner* of the east and west coasts, 
or the sugar plantation owners of 
Hawaii. 

Well, they am have tbdr con¬ 
cert*! ril go ba ck to their dries to 


•tag for the people whom 1 fore, 
for the Negro and white worker* 
whose freedom will insure my free¬ 
dom. liJ help, together with many 
other progressive artists, whenever 
I Can get the time from freedom's 
struggle, to show how culture can 
be Irtwgbt hack to the people. We 
(rented it in the Erst plaoe. and it’s 
•bout lime it came back to us! 

Today the fight is Mill on for 
peace and freedom. Concerts mast 
wait There is a force political 
straggle which must be won. How- 
ever, I decided to go to Europe to 
resume my professional concern 
&•* • very short period, in order 
to make it perfectly dear that the 
World is wide and no few pressures 
could stop my career. Let's go to 
die reaord: Albert Hall 4 (London) 
with tta a.000 seats sold out twice 
with a five dollar top; j 0,000 in 
the Harringay Arena; thousands 
m a td away all over Europe—the 
most •uoccatfrij concert tour of my 
c ar eer 

Wlw? Because I came to the 
En gl ish people from propers** 
America, from the America of Wal¬ 
la^ and the Progressive Pam, 
from the America of the twelve 
F«M CoDSmuniM leaders who are 
« tH»l far their devotion to the 
Negro people and to the America*! 
working class, because I came from 


_ we struggle had 

hwwat known to the English dur. 
f"R thr war when a foa mying 
fwr up; "We low those Aawncwo 
miMen, 1be black and the brow n 


to Working PoopJo 


i height and announced that 
' ag ms would I ting at a five 


dollar top, that I would sing ai 
prices so that workers could come 
in comfort and dignity. 1 did this 
because I belonged to working 

a le. I struggled as a bos' in the 
yards, on the docks, in the 
hotels to get a living and an educa¬ 
tion. Ninety-five per cent of the 
Negro people are worker*. .So J 
said that my talents would hence¬ 
forth belong to my people in their 
struggle. And I acted on this 
Thousands and thousands came. 
That’s my answer 10 ihe hour bom 
who think ihey can end my career? 

letter 1 toured England in peace 
meetings for British-Soviet friend 
ship, did a secies of meetings on 
the issues of freedom for the peo 
pies of Africa and the West Indies, 
and on the question of the right 
of colored seamen ‘and colored 
technicians to get jobs in a land 
for which they had risked their 
Jive*. Ten thousand people turned 
out to a meeting in Liverpool on 
this latter issue 

British Miners Aid Africans 

I stood at the coal pits in Scot 
land and saw miners contribute 
from their earnings $1,300 to 
$f.ooo for the benefit of African 
workers. 1 helped build tip a sub¬ 
stantial fund in England to help 
the cause of African freedom, saw 
this whok question of the relation 
of English and colonial peoples 
raised to a nrw level as English 
workers came to understand that 
if cheap labor could be obtained 
in Africa or the West Indie* or 
in South teast Asia, their living 
standards in England would suffer 
sawdit^li This it a lesson white 
worker* in America must iiktcm- 
learn. For the tentacles of 


Catalogue Reference: 1^2/1829 


American imperialism are stretch¬ 
ed far and wide into colonial coun¬ 
tries; Cuba, Haiti, Puerto Rico. 
Hawaii, Trinidad. Panama, down 
through Latin America; in the 
Philippines and some part* of the 
East: and all over the continent of 
Africa. White workers in America 
must be aware of ihit and watch 
it closely. 

Scandinavians Want Paace 

' Then I moved into Scandinavia. 
Through a stroke ol 1 ifeu romance. 
1 was booked trough Pvliitkrn. 
This was an old liberal newspaper 
in years gone by. but the JHMSUTC* 
of present-day American imperial- 
tun, exerted mainly through the 
Marshall Plan, bad caused all pre¬ 
tense of liberalism lo vanish, f read 
an editorial of Potttikm in Eng 
land supporting the Atlantic Pact, 
attacking ihe Eastern Democracies 
and the Soviet Union I immedi 
aiely asked that m\ contracts be 
cancelled. I explained to the press 
that it was unthinkable that 1 could 
apf*ar under the sponsorship ol a 
paper which had allied itself with 
an imperialism which had enslaved 
my father and forefathers and was 
in the proers* of enslaving my 
brothers and sisters in Africa. I>alin 
America, the West and East J ndirs, 
and which was riving to work up 
a war against the greatest champ¬ 
ion of the rights ol colonial ?r>d 
exploited peoples, - the Union of 
Soviet Republic* 

The contract* cancelled I sang 
for the newspaper* of the ]>mgrev 
live and Communist forces of 
Scandinavia (papers like the Auh 
Worker). All the other pres* had 
gone the way of I be Ren (her*. 
Murrays, Carers. Townsend*, et aJ. 


wlm lute fotrayed Amercan work¬ 
ers and (he Negro people to A met 
iratt. British. Dutch, French, 
an and Japanese imperialist*. 

Thousands upon thousands in the 
Scandinavian countries turned out 
in supjjort of |>eaee and against the 
Atlantic Pact. These countries of 
Scandinaija had been freed by 
Soviet armies, had erected monu¬ 
ments u> Soviet heroes, ft was un- 
ihinlablc that thev would join the 
fascist elements of Western Ger¬ 
mans and Vichy France against 
ih<-ir natural friend and ally. It 
was clear from the meetings that 
the great majority of Scandinavian 
|M*nplr did not support their gov¬ 
ernments. i an sure American iiti- 
|«ertali*TH is aware of this. 

Mv role was iti no sense per 
vonal. I rc|>re*emed 10 these people 
hogreuive America, fighting lor 
iwa<c and freedom. and I bring 
liack to you their Jove and affec 
non, their promise of their strength 
to aid us. and their gratefulness 
for our struggles here. I hey beg ui 
in send more progressive Ameri- 
cans-WaJJace. Mareantonio. trade 
unionists. Negro and white. And 
ihey all sent ip-i m 1 message* lo 
the Negro |>eopJe, assuring them 
of their support of the liberation 
of Negro jxopk-s everywhere. 

Our allies stretch far and wide 
and they 1x*g ir* for information 
^•nrf fr»f colleenXX united action. 1/ 
"the originators of the vicious At 
lantie Pact can get in a huddle to 
plot joint action against us, one by 
<me. let us get together to see that 
nohoefv c an ever take it* one bv one, 
that they will have 10 engage us a* 
a strong, unbending, united force 
for the peace and freedom of all 
Opfxewd people*. 


9 








Marshall Plan, Atlantic Pad Spell New Slavery 


Why did 1 uk dm Maud o*» Ae 
Atlantic Pact - the Arms Pact — 
and its forerunner, the MatjhlU 
Plan? Let in examine die remits 
<4 the Marshall Plan. We don’t 
need to gue» and theorise- Web¬ 
ern European countries have con* 
pfetdy kst ibeir freedom. This 
bomariy tdi»wk<^ed mrywhat 
AiecncaD big bauncu trill ail of 
Western Europe what to da, what 
it can produce, where it nun buy, 
with whom it can trade. And final¬ 
ly, with the Atlantic Pact ibe we*, 
era Europeans are told that they 
must be ready to die to the last 
man in order to defend American 
Big Business 

The Eider case flfocratod the 
European people's revolt against 
American domination. For the 
English people decided this va 
ton much. They still have ton* re¬ 
spect for their judicial law, extend¬ 
ing from Magna China dan. - 
different from m a* yet here in 
America with our Foley Square 
travesties. The English people 
move from below — it was a mas* 
movement which forced their gov- 
gam u t to retreat on Euler and 
tell the United States, “Nothing 
doing." And the Communists ot 
Great Britain started the defense 
which soon involved peat sections 
of the British people—another im¬ 
portant lesson for us. For British 
people knew that if Eider was not 
freed, do longer could they them* 
selves be protected under British 
law and the whole structure of Bri¬ 
tish free d om would be in danger- 

That h jtret as true here. If die 
wdw Commotaists are not freed. 


all Americans can say goodbve to 
their civil liberties. Erpcr«ii/v will 
we Negro people be forced to say 
goodbye to any attempts to add 
to the few aril liberties we is yet 
have. Just as a mast movement.in 
1 few days won this tremendous 
victory for peace and freedom in 
London—I was there at the time— 
«o we here in New York and Amer¬ 
ica can do the same if we act with 
speed and courage in the cause of 
our freedoms, not just those of the 
‘Twelve." 

Bui beyond this strangling of 
Western Europe, the real meaning 
of the Marshall Pbn is the com¬ 
plete enslavement of the colonies. 
For how can British. French and 
other Western European bankers 
repay Wall Street? Only in raw 
material* - in gold, copper, cocoa, 
rubber, uranium, manganese, iron 
ere, ground nuts, oils, fats, sugar, 
bananas, From where? Why. from 
South Africa, Nigeria. East Africa, 
French Africa, Bekiam Congo, 
Trinidad, Jamaica, Cuba. Hondu¬ 
ras. Guatemala, Viet Nam, Malaya. 
The Marshall Plan mean* enslave, 
ment of our people all over the 
earth, including here ip the United 
States on the cotton and sugar 
plantations and in the mines of 
the North and South. 

Africa and Missiuippt- 
Two Sidas of Sam* Coin 

And tfc« Atlantic Pact mam 
legal sanction lor tending gum 
and troop* to the colonk. to in¬ 
sure the enslavement and terroriia- 
rion of our people. They v(i!l thoot 
our people down in Africa put 
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u they lynch u* in Mireiuippi. 
That's the other side of the same 
coin- 

For who own* plan tat ions in the 
South? Metropolitan life — yea* 
the same Metropolitan Lift insur¬ 
ance Company that owns and 
won’t lef you live in the Stuyvesant 
Town fiats in New York- It is such 
giant financial mirresU that are 
retting millions from the Marshall 
Plan. They enslave us, they enslave 
Western Europe, they enslave the 
colonies 

Many of our Negro leaders know 
this. But some of these so-called 
distinguished leader* are doing the 
dirty work lor Stettin ius, aiding 
his scheme for the exploitation of 
Liberia and its people^ are serv¬ 
ing u errand boss for ForrwialT 
cartel interests, even though the 
chief has now departed. And there 
are a few other of these so-called 
Negro leaders who are too low and 
contemptible 10 give the courtesy 
of mention. 

Th* ftoasevah-Haters 

Are these financial big boys 
America? No! They are the former 
enemies of Roosevelt. They were 
the ones who were glad when 
Roosevelt died. They are the same 
ones whom Roosevelt said were the 
core of American fascism. They 
are the allies of the remains of the 
Hitler entourage, that Hitler who 


burned up eight mil 1km of a great 
Jewish people and said he would 
like to burn up fourteen million 
of UL They are the friends of 
Franco, the Jiving representative 
nf the Spanish Conquistador?* who 
enslaved us and still enslave us in 
la tin America- They are the ones 
who hate American democracy a* 
did the enemies of Jefferson and 
Lincoln before them. They are no 
pert of America? They are the 
would-be preservers of world fasc¬ 
ism and the enemies of progressive 
America! 

And they are in the government, 
too, - you saw them deny your 
civil right* *on the floors of Con¬ 
gress; vow saw them throw our pro¬ 
mised civil right* right into onr 
teeth, while our supposed chief de¬ 
fender enjoyed the tun down in 
Florida, a state that is the symbol, 
of course, of the freedom and equ¬ 
ably of the Negro people. 

And now this greedy section of 
democratic America, by corrupting 
our leaders, by shooting us as we 
attempt to vote, by terrorizing us 
as in the case of the ’Trenton Six," 
ha* jhe gall to try to lure us in¬ 
to a war against countries where 
the freedoms that we to deeply de¬ 
sire are being realized, together 
with a rich and abundant life, the 
kind of life that should be ours 
also, because so much of America a 
wealth is realized from our bkfod 
and from our labor. 


il 
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What 1 Saw in 

My lau weeks abroad were ipefH 
b there countiin to the uit, 
Ckechodovakia. Poland, and final¬ 
ly (he Soviet Union, Here thou 
HHdt of people — men, women, 
children—cried to me to thank pro- 
gjmi »c Aiucria for seating ooe 
of it* ttprwmlatmi beoed me >0 
to take nark (heir love, their heart¬ 
felt undemanding of Che mffermg 
of their Negro brother* and filters, 
that ] wept time and lime again. 
Whole nations of people gave me 
a welcome I can never forget - * 
welcome not to me, Paul Robeson, 
hut in your name, the name of the 
Negro people of America, of the 
colonies; in the name of the pro- 
gressiye America of Wallace and 
the Progressive Party; and in the 
Base or the twelve Communist 
leader*. Outmadiot people in the 
government treated me with the 
greatest respect and dignity because 
I represented you (but there were 
oo calk Eroca the American em¬ 
bassies). 

Here in these countries are ik 
people; their spokesmen are in the 
f or efr ont of oar struggle for libera¬ 
tion - on the floor of the United 
Nation, in the highest councils of 
weak) diplomacy, Hoe In the 
Soviet Union, in Chechoslovakia, 
h but ter ed but gallant Warsaw 
with its brave saga of the ghetto, 
are the nations leading the battle 
, for peace and f reedom. They were 
busy budding, reconstructing; and 
the wry mention of war earned 
one to look at you m if you woe 

liras'in Stalingrad, 1 saw a letter 
from President Roosevelt, ~ no 
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equivocation there, h said that in 
Stalingrad came the turning point 
in the hattlr to civilization. I 
stood in the little rectangle where 
the heroic people of S^»l ingrad 
fought with their hacks to the 
migtttv Volga — and saved us — 
saved you and me from Hitler's 
wrath. We loved them then. What 
has happened to ui? For they are 
the same, only braver. Midst their 
ruin* they sing and laugh and 
dance. Their factories are restored 
— fifty per cent above prewar. I 
sang at their tractor factory and 
taw a tractor—no/ a tank—coming 
off the line every fifteen minute* 
It was a ifactory built by Soviet 
hands. So flit brain*. Soviet know¬ 
how. 

TH*y Want P*»c«! 

They want peace and an a bun 
dant life. Freedom is already 
their* The children cried, "Take 
back our Jove to the Negro child 
ren and the working d*» child¬ 
ren," And they clasped and era 
braced me literally and symbolical¬ 
ly for you. f love them. 

Here is a whole one-sixth of the 
earth's surface, including million* 
of brown, yellow and black people 
who would be Negroes here in 
America and subject to the same 
awful race prejudice that haunts 
us. In this Soviet Union, the very 
term “'backward country** is an in 
wit, for tn one generation former 
colonial peoples have been raised 
to unbelievable Industrial and »- 
dal level* It is, indeed, a vast new 
ebneept of democracy. And these 
achievements make completely ib- 
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surd the solemn pronouncements 
that it will take several genera¬ 
tion*, maybe hundreds of year* 
before we Negro people in the 
West Indie* Africa and -America 
can have any real control over our 
own destiny. 

Here is a whole nation which i* 
now doing honor to our poet 
Pushkin—one of the greatest poets 
in history—the Soviet people's and 
our proud world possession. Could 


I hnd a vruraument to Pushkin in 
* jHiblk square of Birmingham or 
Atlanta cm- Memphis, as ooc stand* 
jn the cm ter of Moscow? No. One 
perhaps to Goethe, but not to the 
dark skinned Pushkin. 

Ye* 1 love this Soviet people 
more than any other nation, be 
cause of their suffering and sacri¬ 
fices for u* the Negro people, the 
progressive people, tbe people of 
the future in this world. 


The Negro People Oppose Anti-Soviet War 


At the Paris Peace Conference 
I said it was unthinkable (hat (he 
Negro people of America or eke 
where in the world could be drawn 
into war with the Soviet Union. 1 
repeat it with hundred-fold etn- 
phask. THEY WILL NOT. 


And don't ask a few intellectuals 
who are jealous erf their comfort. 
Aik the sugar worker* whom I saw 
starving in Louisiana, the workers 
in the cotton lands and the tobacco 
bells in the South, -Ask the sugar 
workers in Jamaica. A*k the Afri¬ 
can* in Malan's South Africa. Ask 
tflem if they will struggle to peace 
and friendship with the Soviet 
people, with the peoples of China 
and the new democracies, or if 
they will help their imperialist op¬ 
press** m return them to an even 
worse slavery. The answer lie* 
there in the millions of my strug 
gJmg people, not only the mil 
lion in America, but the 40 million 
in the Caribbean and Latin Amer¬ 
ica and the 150 million in Africa. 
No wonder alt the excitement! For 
one day. this mighty mass will 
strike foe freedom, and a new 


sirength like that of gmlUnt China 
will add it* decisive weight to in¬ 
suring a world where all men can 
fie free and equal. 

1 am bom and bred in this 
America of ours. 1 want to love it. 
I love a part of it. But it's up to 
tlie rest of America when I shall 
love it with the same intensity that 
1 love the Negro people from 
whom I spring, — in the way that 
J love prope*sives in the Carib¬ 
bean, the black and Indian peoples 
of South and Central .America, the 
peoples of China and Southeast 
Asia, yes suffering people the world 
over. — and in the way that I deep 
ly and intensely love the Soviet 
Union. That burden of pool rest* 
upon America. 

Now these people* of the Soviet 
Union, of the new Eastern Dem 
ocrade*, of progressive Western 
Europe, and the representatives of 
the Chinese people whom I met in 
Prague and Moscow, were in great 
part Communists. They were the 
ftm to die for our freedom and 
for the freedom of all mankind. 
So I'm not afraid of Communists; 
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uu, i*x from that- I w* defcod by the iSde o< my 

them at they defended us, the Davit; Johnny Gate*. Henry Wu»- 

Necro people. And I stand fern ton. Cu* HiU, Gil Crccn, J»d 

andimmovable by the aide oi that Suchri. Carl Winter, Irving Po- 

pot leader who hat given hi* u*h, Bob Thompson, Johnny Wi* 

whole lib to the atrugvle of the Hannon, — twelve breve fighter* 

American working dan. Bill for my freedom. Their atruggle b 

Fewer; by the aide oi Cene Denn* our moggie. 

For Unity of the Negro People with Their Allies 


But to fnlMI our mpomibiihies 
as Americans, we must unite, o- 
petialfr we Negro people. We 
must know our strength. We art 
the derisive force. Tint's why they 
terrorise us. That's why they tor 
us. And if we unite in all oar 
might, this world can fait be 
changed. Let us create that unity 
sow. And this important, historic 
role of the Negro people our white 
allies here must fully comprehend 
This nr tf*"s increasing unaerstaod- 
ing of the Negro, ha tremendous 
•traggtc, hw great contributton 
hia potential for leadership at all 
levels in the (omoon task of lib- 
oidoa. It means courage to stand 
by our side whatever the consequ¬ 
ences, at we the Negro people nil 
fifi our historic duty In Freedom's 


If we unite, well get our Uw 
‘ as frndktafe our right » vote 
to labor. Let us march on 
Washington, representing ^,oo<v 


cop of our volet* about mr in¬ 
justice* and we must lay the blame 
where it belongs and where it ha* 
belonged for over 500 year* of 
slavery and misery; right here on 
our own doorstep, — not in any far 
away place. This is the very time 
when we can win our struggle. 

X Wa Must Dia ... 

And we cannot win it by being 
lured into uy kind t>f wir with 
our dnaeat friend* *nd • 1 lie* 
throughout the wtwld- For *ny 
kind of decent life we need, we 
went, and we demand our otxmitu- 
CkonaJ right. - RIGHT HERE IN 
AMERICA We do not want to 
die in vain any noh on foreign 
battlefield* for Wall Street and the 
greedy supporter* oi domestic 
Latum, If we mint die. lee it he in 
Mimmippi or Cewgial Let it be 
wherever we aft lynched and de- 
of our rights a* 




. Let us pttth i 
i who tell tm to be qoiet- 
The KxaOed wotern democra¬ 
cies — including our own. which 
so fi er c el y exploit* us and daily 


Let rfait be a final answer to the 
warmongers. Let them know that 
we will not help to emlave our 
brother* and litter* and eventually 
ourselves Rather, we will help to 
amuse peace in our time—the free¬ 
dom and liberation ad the Negro 
and other Mruxgling people*, and 
the building ot a world where we 
can all warn ht hall equality and 
have the am to about at the full human dignity. 
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pie. Democracy, indeed! *Ke* n 
have the comm to about at the 
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Dear Friend* 

„ 1 31* e ” closed P*-Phlet will undoubtedly beco-e primed mm • 

df 1 the 1 *orid-*d C 'i doe ^™ t ln ““ 40 c««, £tb becaun. 

i i . rld-wido f«tta of P«ul Robeson «od beoouoo Of tb« in-. 

Jttms l|. ” P< ’ rt " r,c ® of thH addr * BB «Meh he «de in Sew lork on 

.. . The cri J lc * of p .“l Robeat* and uhat he stand* for hero K»d 
^ 1 !*® y r H *f e RobeBO ” fires hia answer to theme oriti^T But 
far more iajortent, be gives e sharp end ringing to the 

«ri“’° r ' ° f thB Nafr ° l “ re ** imoTiaa > *he Caribbean^ snd in 

The Council on African Affairs la ankiou* to secure ts. — ■ - 
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'BLACK STALIN’ AIM 


Ison, after playing the title role in 
| "Emperor Jones” years ago, "de- 
_ ! veloped a complex , nd delusions 

Q I Ain Tfl DADDCAW of set o-.t to be- 

lu Lnlij 1U RUuDuUri »? me “ a bIacl{ Stalin" an/ng the 

I Negroes of America. 


Ex-Red Official Says Singer, 
a Communist, Suffered 
‘Delusions of Grandeur' 

Rp*ct*l to r«« NSW Yobk TlMts 


Mr. Johnson reported that, from 
the Communist party side, "they 
just wanted to use him, as a great 
artist, to impress other artists and 
intellectuals generally.” 

"It is regrettable indeed," he 
said, "that such an able man has 
sold himself to Moscow." 

Lester B. Granger, executive di- 


WASHINGTON, Juiy 14—Paul! rector of the National Urban 
Robeson, Negro singer and actor Lea S ue . * social service agency 
was identified as a member of the | 

p. . . . ... v nomic conditions under which Ne- 

Communist party for many years"! groes live in American cities, testi 


today by a former member of the 
national committee of that party. 

The identification was made be¬ 
fore the House Committee on Un- 
tmerican Activities by another 
Negro, Manning Johnson, who 
testified tha t he had belonged to 
irten years—from 1930 


fied that “the prescription” for: 
blocking Communist strategy in 1 
the United States was "less worry 
about Robeson and more concern 
for democracy.” 

Defines Negro's “Hope” 
"Authentic Negro leadership in 


country,” h, » said, “finds itself 
its ruling echelon confronted by two enemies on op- 

The party membership of Mr. P° ,lte 8i , dea enem y '* «>* 

Robeson. Mr. Johnson testified, Communist who seeks to destroy 
was such a secret that anyone who democratic ideal and practice 
exposed it was sublect to expulsion . lnb constitute the Negro's sole 


into huddles with top Communist for ef,ual citizenship. The 

leaders. Mr. Robeson was assigned (finer enemy is that American rac¬ 
ist who perverts and corrupts the 


exposed It was subject to expulsion. 
He said he had seen the singer go 
into huddles with top Communist 
leaders. Mr. Robeson was assigned, 
he said, to work among the art 
groups in behalf of communism, to 
appeal to the "intellectuals” In the 
role of a performer who had won 
a great name for himself. 

Denounces Communism 

Mr. Johnson, a dark brown man 
of much education and now in a 
key position in an American Fed¬ 
eration of Labor union, denounced 
Communism bitterly today. Among 
its projects, he testified, was the 
establishment of a Negro Commu- 
list republic, starting on the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland and 
reaching into the Deep South, 
vhtch would declare its autonomy 
ind put on a rebellion. 

This, he stated, was only a part 
it the Communist plot to incite 
ace hatred, civil strife, and a gen¬ 
eral Communist move to keep, 
Imerican factions in such turmoil j 
is to woo candidates into ihe 


hope of eventual victory in his 
fight for equal citizenship. The 


democratic concept into a debased 
philosophy of life. 

"In opposing one, Negro leader¬ 
ship must be careful not to give 
aid and comfort to the other. 
Those white leaders of stature in 
this country will be very badly 
advised if they seek to increase the 
difficulties of reputable Negro 
leadership as it stands precariously 
on defense against these two 
enemies." 

Mr. Johnson told the committee 
that the Communist party sought 
to establish among Negroes and 
the rest of the world "the illusion 
of an Influence they actually never 
hope to attain.” 

He estimated that there were not 
more than 2,000 actual Negro Com¬ 
munists out of 15,000,000 in the 
United States. 

Attacks Reactionaries 

"And as for the anti-Communlst 
reactionaries,” he said, "they, too, 
are engaged in trying to fool the 


Soviet pattern 

At iasue was a demand for re- 

ponse by American Negroes to a I “i, l ° 1001 lne 

adoration made by Mr. Robeson I pubI,c by « hou tlng Communist' at 
tat Negroes would not take up I *? ro .. ,°^ er * * protest 

mis if tlje ILTnited States became 


ngulfed in *ar with Russia. 

One witness, Clarence B. Clark, 
disabled Negro veteran, said that 
hen it was announced in Pitta- 
ir gh, his home town, that he 
jhuid testify, he was besieged 
ith telephonic declarations that 
roes were ready to “fight a 
tele-haw” for their country 
As to himself. Mr. Clan, testl- 
•d. there was a member of his 
nuly tree Jn every war, includ 


upon his prop's, or by exaggerat¬ 
ing the extent of actual Commu¬ 
nist influence among the Negro 
public." 

He proposed that the Un-Amer¬ 
ican Activities Commtttee investl-l 
gate the Ku Klux Klan and “aim-1 
liar black shirt and white shirt 
groups wherever they may be 
found.” 

“Such efforts/' he said, “can 
well serve to reassure Negro 


and since the Revolution As leadership that while It is fighting 
member of a draft board, he tes- (against one enemy of this country 
fied. he hsd "lowered” his sge I Communism, our Governm r - 
id waivsd waiting for his number helping to fight off the £ 

come up. 'racism.” 

Mr. Johnson, the former national 
mmltteeman for the Communis* 
iffy. that Mr. Robeson, 

** not allowed to attend prrty) 
uventlon* or other functions 
here hi* membership would be- 
me known to the rank and file 
the party. 

However, he testified, Mr. Robr- 
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